Yont, 16-12-Z20 1870's, poss.
Warren M.E. Church Cemetery earlier
Martinsburg

Private

This small cemetery may well have been begun in the
vears soon after emancipation when the Warren ¥.E. Church
was founded near this site. Though most of the older grave
stones are unmarked, those that are marked constitute a
valuable resource for the history of Plack families in
upper western Yontgonmery County.
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[E DESCRIPTION M.16-12-20

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
_-EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
_XGOooD __RUINS X ALTERED —_MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This cemetery is locatecd on the summit of a hill overlooking the
Martinsburg community. ‘fost of the cemeterv has grown up now in

woods, and the vast majority of the grave stones are no longer

visible. According to Lemuel 5raham and John Thomnson from

Martinsburg, this was the burving ground for the older residents of
Martinsburgy, No one definitely knows when this site was first used

as a cemetery, nerhaps it was began as a slave and/or free Black cemetery
Auring the antebellum era. The cemetery continues to be used, and

some of the descendants have kent up their family nlots. Examples

were photojgraphed as nart of this survevy.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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PERIOD - : AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—_PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC X COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION _ LAW __SCIENCE
—_1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS — LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 X-ARCHITECTURE ——EDUCATION —MILITARY X_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING __MuUSIC __THEATER
x1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X—OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION Black history
Local history
SPECIFIC DATES 1870s, POSSibly BUILDER/ARGHITECT
garlier

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

It is not known when this cemetery was first used for burial purnoses.
Further research of the land records might shed light on its history,
such as the date of purchase by the Warren !.E, Church. According to
Lemuel Sraham, a M.E. church once stood near this cemetery and was moved
to the property in ‘lartinsburg where the present church stands., It was
moved "before mv time" he said, and it was torn down when he was about
3ix or seven, and the nresent structure built., Thus this cenetery at
one time was not alone, hut was associated with a church. Since this was
the only cemetery in the 'lartinsburg commnunity used in the "old tines",
accordiny to 5raham, it is rossible that this site has a long history as
a hurial grounds for Blacks, stretching back into the antebellum era, and

hat the church on this snecific site was built after freedom bhecause the
-»ite had already been established as a sacred nlace. This was a pattern
that I found as a result of research . in rural ¥orth Carolina.

when 5Sraham was about eight or ten vears old (c. 1902-19n4), he said the
church purchased additional acreaje for the cemetery from Tom Naylor., In
recent years, about four or five vears ago, more land was acquired for

the cemctery from a man named Grant, Sraham said., Tor further information,
other older memkers of the community should he consultel.

The gravestones give inportant information as to the full names, ages,
relationshios, and dates of hirth and death of family members, This

is vital evidence for genealogies, The earliest date of hirth on the
jrave stones exanined was that of Tilghman Dorsev, “ary 15, 1845 -
Hoveuber, 1926, Community and research students should he encouraged to
record more of these important, vital statistics for family histories,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Deed: 1004/262.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET I¥F NECESSARY
EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
[S1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE

Jeorge W, McDaniel

ORGANIZATION DATE

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 6/78
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Box 87 926=4510
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Dickerson “aryland 20753

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was offlclally created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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